Visual evoked potentials in Reye's syndrome.
Visual evoked potentials (VEPs) induced by flash stimulation in a child who was recovering from Reye's syndrome with complaints of poor left-eye vision were recorded. Ophthalmological examination disclosed intact visual fields and normal visual acuity. Analysis of VEP's, however, showed a grossly abnormal configuration of wave forms, marked prolongation in latency and reduction in amplitude when the left eye was stimulated. Follow-up observation 3 weeks later showed parallel improvements in VEPs and subjective complaints. Thus, from VEP analysis, it may be possible to detect subtle changes in the visual system that have diagnostic and prognostic value.